TOWN OF BRISTOL

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

WARRANT

2010

BRISTOL, NEW HAMPSHIRE


             


GRAFTON COUNTY

To the Inhabitants of the Town of Bristol in the County of Grafton and the State of New Hampshire qualified to vote in Town affairs.  You are hereby notified to meet at the Old Town Hall on Summer Street in said Bristol on Tuesday, the 9th day of March, next, at 8:00 o’clock in the morning at which time the polls shall be opened for balloting on Article 1 through Article 8, and shall close not earlier than 7:00 o’clock in the evening; and you are further hereby notified to meet at the Auditorium at Newfound Regional High School in said Bristol on Saturday, the 13th day of March, next, at 9:00 o’clock in the morning at which time action will be taken upon the remaining articles in this warrant.
Article 1
To choose by written ballot all necessary Town Officers




1 Selectman for 1 year




2 Selectmen for 3 years




1 Moderator for 2 years




1 Supervisor of the Checklist for 6 years




1 Cemetery Trustee for 3 years




2 Budget Committee members for 1 year




4 Budget Committee members for 3 years




3 Library Trustees for 3 years




1 Library Trustee for 2 years




1 Trustee of Trust Funds for 3 years

Article 2:
(by petition)

To have the Town of Bristol return to a selectmen form of government and dissolve the Town Manager Plan Chapter 37 as voted on in the 2006 Town Warrant.
Article 3: 
To see whether the Town will vote to adopt Zoning Amendment #1 (setbacks from Wetlands Overlay Conservation District) as proposed by the Planning Board.  A copy of the complete text of the proposal is on file and available for review at the Town Office.  The following question will appear on the official ballot: 
"Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town zoning ordinance as follows:  Amendment No. 1, if adopted, will specify that septic system setbacks and development setbacks near wetlands shall be measured from the boundary of the Wetlands Overlay Conservation District rather than from “any wetland” or “a wetland” as is currently specified.  Relief from wetlands restrictions will require the issuance of a special use permit by the Planning Board after consultation with the Conservation Commission."
Article 4:
To see whether the Town will vote to adopt Zoning Amendment #2 (permitting sheds in Lake District) as proposed by the Planning Board.  A copy of the complete text of the proposal is on file and available for review at the Town Office.  The following question will appear on the official ballot: 
“Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 2 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town zoning ordinance as follows:  Amendment No. 2, if adopted, will allow a single shed per residential structure on any lot in the Lake District regardless of other building restrictions that exist in that district.  Sheds constructed under this provision could have a maximum size of 150 square feet and a maximum height of 13 feet, and would have to comply with existing building setbacks and restrictions on lot coverage by structures.  This amendment also creates a definition for ‘shed’.”
 
Article 5:  
To see whether the Town will vote to adopt Zoning Amendment #3 (removing distinction between use and area variances) as proposed by the Planning Board.  A copy of the complete text of the proposal is on file and available for review at the Town Office.  The following question will appear on the official ballot: 

"Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 3 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town zoning ordinance as follows: Amendment No. 3, if adopted, will remove the requirement that relief from the building restrictions in the Lake District be based on a use variance rather than an area variance.  This would bring the affected articles into compliance with State law, which no longer distinguishes between these two types of variance."

Article 6: 
To see whether the Town will vote to adopt Zoning Amendment #4 (review of development on steep slopes and ridgelines) as proposed by the Planning Board.  A copy of the complete text of the proposal is on file and available for review at the Town Office.  The following question will appear on the official ballot: 

“Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 4 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town zoning ordinance as follows:  Amendment No. 4, if adopted, will create controls on development on steep slopes and near ridgelines.  The steep slope provisions apply where the slope exceeds 15% and the proposed site disturbance exceeds 10,000 square feet.  Construction activity in such areas will require a conditional use permit granted by the Planning Board after consultation with the Conservation Commission and review of analysis and detailed plans submitted by the developer.  This amendment also specifies performance standards regarding the trimming of trees, retention of existing natural features, cut and fill ratios and maximum driveway slope.  No structure is permitted on an extremely steep slope (exceeding 25 %) or extending above the ridgeline.”
Article 7:
To see whether the Town will vote to adopt Zoning Amendment #5 (allowing certain off-premises signs) as proposed by the Planning Board.  A copy of the complete text of the proposal is on file and available for review at the Town Office.  The following question will appear on the official ballot:
"Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 5 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town zoning ordinance as follows: Amendment No. 5, if adopted, will create specific exemptions to the existing restrictions on off-premises signs and regulate the location, size and period of display of such signs.  Off-premises signs permitted by this amendment include real estate, yard sale, non-profit event and agricultural retail sale signs."

Article 8: 
To see whether the Town will vote to adopt Zoning Amendment #6 (local administration of State Building Code) as proposed by the Planning Board.  A copy of the complete text of the proposal is on file and available for review at the Town Office.  The following question will appear on the official ballot:

"Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 6 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town zoning ordinance as follows:  Amendment No. 6, if adopted will recognize the State Building Code as the applicable building code for the Town of Bristol.  This amendment establishes the position of Building Inspector, who will have the authority to issue building permits and certificates of use and occupancy, and to perform inspections as required to insure compliance with the code.  Certificates of use and occupancy will be required for initial occupancy of a structure, when changes requiring a building permit are made, or when use of the structure is changed.  Provision is made for timely issuance of certificates of use and occupancy and for temporary certificates of use and occupancy before final completion of a project.  The Board of Selectmen is authorized to establish fees for inspections and permits, and the Zoning Board of Adjustment is designated as the Building Code Board of Appeals.  The effective date of the ordinance is June 1, 2010."
Article 9:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of one million, seven
 hundred forty thousand, eight hundred ninety – seven dollars ($1,740,897) to build an addition to the Library and renovate the existing Library building, and to authorize the issuance of not more than the amount of one million, seven hundred forty thousand, eight hundred ninety - seven dollars ($1,740,897) of bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes and to determine the rate of interest thereon.  The first bond payment will be included in the 2011 budget. 
(2/3 ballot vote required to pass)
Budget Committee voted not to recommend this article by a vote of 6-5-1. 
Board of Selectmen voted to recommend this article by a vote of 3-2.
Article 10: 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of  twenty – eight million dollars ($28,000,000 – gross budget) for the purpose of constructing sanitary sewer lines to the southerly end of Newfound Lake, and to authorize the issuance of not more than seven million dollars ($7,000,000) of bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and to authorize the Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes and to determine the rate of interest thereon; with twenty – one million dollars ($21,000,000) to come from federal or state or other aid and to authorize the Selectmen to apply for, obtain and accept federal, state or other aid, if any which may be available and to do all things necessary to carry out the purposes of this appropriation.  This appropriation and bond authorization are to be effective only if the Town has received a binding commitment for the receipt of the offsetting grant funds.

(2/3 ballot vote required to pass)


Budget Committee voted to recommend this article by a vote of 8-2-1.
Board of Selectmen voted to recommend this article by a vote of 5-0.
Article 11:
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate four hundred ninety seven thousand dollars ($497,000) for the Bristol Central Square Enhancement Project, with three hundred ninety seven thousand, six hundred dollars ($397,600 (80%)) coming from the NH Department of Transportation’s Transportation Enhancement Grant Program and ninety nine thousand, four hundred dollars ($99,400 (20%)) to be raised by property taxes as required by the NH Department of Transportation for the Town’s matching share of the project. This will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and will not lapse until the Enhancement Project is completed or by December 31, 2014, whichever is sooner.  The project will provide the following items to be constructed:

Provide pedestrians with safe, new and reconstructed crosswalks, as well as take out the curve as you come down Summer Street (Route 104) into the Bristol Central Square.

Provide ramps, curbs and wide-paved shoulders for pedestrians, bicycles and non-motorized vehicles.

Improve the landscaping with scenic beautification of Bristol Central Square.

Create bio-retention, new parking and landscaped areas to support pedestrians, bicycles, and non-motorized vehicles.
Install more efficient and effective lighting associated with the new crosswalks and bicycle lanes, which lead to businesses, schools, and parks.
Conduct educational safety activities for pedestrians, bicyclists, and other non-motorized vehicles provided by the Bristol Police Department and the Newfound Area School District.

Review the present sign inventory and remove all non-compliant outdoor advertising.

(Requires a simple majority to pass.)
Budget Committee voted to recommend this article by a vote of 11-1.
Board of Selectmen voted to recommend this article by a vote of 5-0.
Article 12:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of  five million, one hundred four thousand and twenty dollars, ($5,104,020) for general municipal operations.
Budget Committee voted to recommend this article by a vote of 11-1.

Board of Selectmen voted to recommend this article by a vote of 4-1.
Article
13:
(by petition) 

To see if the Town will vote to approve the following resolution to be forwarded to our State Representative(s), our State Senator, the Speaker of the House, and the Senate President.
Resolved: The citizens of New Hampshire should be allowed to vote on an amendment to the New Hampshire Constitution that defines “marriage”.
Article 14:
To transact any other business which may legally come before this meeting.
Given under our hands and seal this 11th day of February in the year of our lord two thousand ten.
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