
 

Recycling Electronic Waste 

Electronic products are made from valuable resources and materials, including metals, plastics, 
and glass, all of which require energy to mine and manufacture. Donating or recycling 
consumer electronics conserves our natural resources and avoids air and water pollution, as 
well as greenhouse gas emissions that are caused by manufacturing virgin materials. 

For example: 

 Recycling one million laptops saves the energy equivalent to the electricity used by 
more than 3,500 US homes in a year.  

 For every million cell phones we recycle, 35 thousand pounds of copper, 772 pounds of 
silver, 75 pounds of gold, and 33 pounds of palladium can be recovered. 

The following link from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) gives you lots of options for 

recycling at no/low cost all of those power cords, printers, computers, cell phones etc.  Some 

manufacturers will take their own back but some stores (Best Buys and Office Depot just for 

example) will take any manufacturers. They will even take smaller televisions.  Reduce, Reuse 

and Recycle.  

http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/materials/ecycling/donate.htm 
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